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Dr. Sarane Spence Boocock

Dr. Sarane Spence Boocock, a trailblazing sociologist, educator, and author, passed
away peacefully in her home on December 1, 2023. Boocock was the first woman to

d secure a Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins University, and first woman to lead the Sociology
Department at Rutgers University, from which she retired as a Professor Emeritus of
the Graduate School of Education (GSE) in 2007. Her research on early childhood
education spanned over 50 years, establishing the positive correlation between early
eeducation to change children’s lives — particularly children in poverty.

Boocock taught at Yale University and the University of Southern California, was a
sociologist at the Russell Sage Foundation, lecturer at the Universities of Stockholm and Goteborg in
Sweden, and visiting professor at Hebrew University in Israel. Winner of a 1970 Dart Award, she was a 1985
Fulbright scholar, researching Japanese childcare systems. Boocock authored or co-authored several books,
including (with Kimberly Ann Scott) Kids in Context: The Sociological Study of Children and Childhoods.

Dr. Boocock was a longtime supporter of GSE’s South Africa Initiative (SAI) run by Dr. Darren Clarke. SAI
brings GSE students to South Africa, with a vision to empowering educators and students as active
participants in a diverse democracy.

In retirement, Boocock enjoyed playing Bach on the harpsichord. Her partner of 40 years, Princeton
University Professor Emeritus Dr. Walter Wallace, predeceased her. She is survived by her son Paul
Boocock, daughter-in-law Dr. Peggy Grauwiler, and granddaughter Chloe, as well as nieces Kate, Anne, and
Harriett Hopkins and nephew Will Hopkins.




